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The bill clerk called the roll.
The result was announced—yeas 99,

nays 1, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 194 Leg.]

YEAS—99

Abraham
Akaka
Allard
Ashcroft
Baucus
Bennett
Biden
Bingaman
Bond
Boxer
Breaux
Brownback
Bryan
Bumpers
Burns
Byrd
Campbell
Chafee
Cleland
Coats
Cochran
Collins
Conrad
Coverdell
Craig
D’Amato
Daschle
DeWine
Dodd
Domenici
Dorgan
Durbin
Enzi

Faircloth
Feingold
Feinstein
Ford
Frist
Glenn
Gorton
Graham
Gramm
Grams
Grassley
Gregg
Hagel
Harkin
Hatch
Helms
Hollings
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Inouye
Jeffords
Johnson
Kempthorne
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin
Lieberman

Lott
Lugar
Mack
McCain
McConnell
Mikulski
Moseley-Braun
Moynihan
Murkowski
Murray
Nickles
Reed
Reid
Robb
Roberts
Rockefeller
Roth
Santorum
Sarbanes
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Specter
Stevens
Thomas
Thompson
Thurmond
Torricelli
Warner
Wellstone
Wyden

NAYS—1

Kyl

The bill (H.R. 2158), as amended, was
passed.

[The text of H.R. 2158 will be printed
in a future edition of the RECORD.]

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote.

Mr. KERRY. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that the Senate in-
sist on its amendment and request a
conference with the House, and the
Chair be authorized to appoint con-
ferees on the part of the Senate, and S.
1034 be placed back on the calendar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

There being no objection, the Chair
appointed Mr. BOND, Mr. BURNS, Mr.
STEVENS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. CAMPBELL,
Mr. CRAIG, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. HAR-
KIN, Mrs. BOXER, and Mr. BYRD con-
ferees on the part of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I have al-
ready expressed appreciation to my
staff, and particularly my ranking
member. I want to make a special men-
tion of my chief of staff, Julie
Dammann, whose second child was due
today and she stayed with us through-
out the whole proceedings and wanted
to see the VA-HUD bill delivered first.
She has been an invaluable help in all
legislative activities and helped us
shepherd this through. So, a very spe-
cial thank you, and best wishes to
Julie, to Rolf and their other daughter,
Monica. Again, I express my apprecia-
tion.

Ms. MIKULSKI. I would also echo the
comments to Julie and her husband. I
hope that she can go home, rest easy,
put her feet up and we are looking for-
ward to being the proud Godparents of
Bond-Mikulski. Maybe we will name
something after her in conference.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I thank the
Chair. I don’t know whether Mikulski-
Dammann would be a good name for
her, maybe, but it is one we can always
offer, to show a little diversity.

f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that there be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 5 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

RETIREMENT OF MARK LACOVARA

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I want to
take a few moments to recognize the
work of Mr. Mark Lacovara, who has
retired after more than 27 years’ em-
ployment in the Senate.

Mark came to the Senate in 1969 as a
reference assistant in the Senate Li-
brary and has since served in various
capacities with the Official Reporters
of Debates, the Sergeant at Arms, the
Secretary of the Senate, and adminis-
trative services. The position from
which he leaves us is that of assistant
Journal clerk.

To those of us who are a part of the
Senate, Mark’s regard for this institu-
tion is well-known and highly valued.
Such dedication is no doubt rooted in
his early years. Mark grew up in the
Washington, DC, area and observed his
father, the late John Lacovara, in serv-
ice as the Senate’s Republican Deputy
Sergeant at Arms. Mark began employ-
ment with the Senate as a young man
of 18. As he worked, he also earned a
college degree and served in the U.S.
Air Force Reserve.

Mark has been committed to the best
interests of the Senate and to the Unit-
ed States throughout his career. This
is evident in both the quality of his
work and his enthusiasm for it.

I want to thank Mark for his out-
standing service in the U.S. Senate; we
will miss him. I’m certain my col-
leagues join me in expressing apprecia-
tion and in wishing him well.

f

THE RETIREMENT OF JOHN
‘‘MARK’’ LACOVARA

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, an in-
dividual with over 27 years of dedicated
service to the U.S. Senate has retired.
This conscientious and hard working
individual is John ‘‘Mark’’ Lacovara,
the assistant Journal clerk of the Sen-
ate.

Mark, a native-born Washingtonian,
has served in numerous capacities in
the Senate over the past 27 years. Dur-
ing those years of service, Mark com-

pleted his college education and earned
a degree from the University of Mary-
land.

In March, 1969, Mark began his Sen-
ate service as a reference assistant in
the Senate Library. Shortly thereafter,
he moved to a doorkeeper position at
the pass desk under the auspices of the
Senate Sergeant at Arms. From the
doorkeeper’s position, Mark had the
opportunity to return to work for the
Secretary of the Senate as a clerk in
the Senate stationery room.

In 1974, Mark was appointed clerk of
enrolled bills on the legislative staff of
the Secretary. In 1979, Mark was named
second assistant Journal clerk, and by
1984 was working as editor of morning
business for the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

In his capacity as morning business
editor, Mark had the responsibility of
producing, compiling, and formatting
copy for the Morning Business section
of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. This
section includes Presidential messages,
House messages, Executive commu-
nications, petitions and memorials,
committee reports, the introduction of
legislation, as well as additional state-
ments. Anyone who takes a look at the
RECORD will get a notion of the respon-
sibility of the morning business editor.

As I mentioned earlier, Mark once
served as second assistant Journal
clerk. In 1993, Mark returned to that
office in the capacity of assistant Jour-
nal clerk, where he remained until his
retirement.

Often referred to as the ‘‘bible’’ of
the Senate, the Journal reflects the of-
ficial legal record of Senate proceed-
ings. An individual with the respon-
sibility of making the entries plays a
critical role in the history of the Sen-
ate. Mark served in exemplary fashion
as assistant Journal clerk, and took
great pride in his work.

Mark loved the Senate. He served
here with distinction. He believed in
the Senate as a great institution and
throughout his long service dem-
onstrated his loyalty and dedication.

Mr. President, I say to Mark, thank
you for your long and distinguished
service. You will be missed.
f

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Monday,
July 21, 1997, the Federal debt stood at
$5,363,682,543,589.87. (Five trillion, three
hundred sixty-three billion, six hun-
dred eighty-two million, five hundred
forty-three thousand, five hundred
eighty-nine dollars and eighty-seven
cents)

Five years ago, July 21, 1992, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,982,450,000,000.
(Three trillion, nine hundred eighty-
two billion, four hundred fifty million)

Ten years ago, July 21, 1987, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $2,314,700,000,000.
(Two trillion, three hundred fourteen
billion, seven hundred million)

Fifteen years ago, July 21, 1982, the
Federal debt stood at $1,084,261,000,000.
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